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secret of his purpose to the Countess of Carlisle.1 Lady Carlisle, who was believed to cherish a tender regard for the Puritan widower, Mr. Pym, stole out of the Queen's presence, and despatched a hasty note to Pym by a French messenger, whose swift foot would enable him to reach Westminster in advance of the King. The messenger ran breathless to the House of Commons, and delivered his message to Pym.a
The House was instantly advised of the King's approach, and the five members were requested to withdraw. Pym, Hampden, liazelrig, and Ilollis obeyed this prudent injunction, and left the House. Strode rashly proposed to remain, but a member seized him by the cloak and dragged him to the bank of the Thames where he took a boat for the City.
And indeed there was no time to be lost. As the King approached, followed by a fierce band of armed men, he struck terror into the hearts of the shop-keepers who gathered about Westminster. As he nearecl the Commons' door, Charles, ever precise in his deportment, assumed a repose of manner which must have been foreign to his feelings at that fatal moment. Passing between the ranks of the armed throng, he opened the Commons' door, and commanded his followers on their lives not to enter. He then passed in, accompanied only by Prince Charles Henry, the Elector Palatine. The members rose and uncovered, and the King himself took off his hat, and gained the Speaker's stand. " By your leave, Mr. Speaker/' he said, " 1 must borrow your chair a little." Standing in front of it, he darted a quick look on the right hand, near the bar of the House, looking for Pym whom he knew well Not
1 A sister of the Karl of Northumberland. Mr. Korster, ever too ready to accept inflamed party gossip for history, asserts that this lady had once been mistress of the Royalist Stratford, and now occupied a similar tender relationship to the Puritan Pym
* Rushwonh. D'Kwes's Diary. Madame do Mottcville. Ludlow. Prof. Gardiner discredits the Lady Carlisle incident, but Madame tie Motteville, who was with the Queen, saw the note sent, and Rushworth, the clerk of the Long Parliament, says it was received. Clarendon says the information was sent to the Parliament, by William Murray, a Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber, who bad received it in confidence from Lord Digby. Ludlow (vol. i., p. 24) says " a lady" sent word to Pym.